Calcitonin gene-related peptide (CGRP) expression in the human neonatal paravertebral ganglia.
The distribution of calcitonin gene-related peptide-immunoreactivity (CGRP-IR) in human neonatal paravertebral ganglia was demonstrated by the method of indirect immunohistochemistry. A marked population (up to 21%) of CGRP-IR neurons and varicose nerve fibres was observed. The number of calcionin gene-related peptide-immunoreactive neurons varied from ganglion to ganglion in the sympathetic trunk. In addition to its cotransmitter functions, the existence of CGRP in neonatal ganglionic nerve cells was suggested by its inductive and trophic actions on the growth and differentiation of neurons.